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Living Legend

Richard “Rick” Fritz is a native Oklahoman who
spent much of his youth around the “oil patch”
in Osage County. His dad, grandfather, great-
grandfather and many of his uncles worked as
pumpers or roughnecks. Rick said, “I met my
first geologist when I was 11 years old” He was
so impressed with the geologist’s intellect, cool
clothes and fancy car, that he decided to become a

geologist on the spot.

Currently, Rick is CEO of Council Oak Resources
(COR), an EnCap private equity start-up company
focused on exploration in the Mid-Continent
area. The goal of Council Oak Resources is to
determine the best unconventional reservoirs
using advanced geoscience, engineering, and
analytical methods.
methods, the COR team made a significant new

By using these scientific

discovery in the basal Mississippian “black porous
chert” in the Anadarko Basin of Oklahoma.

Rick began his career in 1977 working for
Exxon on exploitation geology in South Texas,
developing several producing fields in the Frio
and Vicksburg Sand reservoirs. In 1980, he was
transferred to Oklahoma City and worked as a

Mid-Continent exploration geologist. During

this time, Rick explored for Granite Wash, Red Fork,
Morrow-Springer, and Hunton oil and gas reservoirs.

Rick left Exxon in 1982 to work for Masera Corporation
as a consultant and manager for the development
of exploration-focused geological and geophysical
studies in the Mid-Continent, Gulf Coast, and Black
Warrior Basins. After 1990, Rick became the President
of Masera and supervised several major exploration
research projects in the United States, Middle East,
and Africa.

In 1995, Rick became the President of MXC Corporation
working as an independent exploration geologist in
the Gulf Coast and Mid-Continent regions. He was
involved in early horizontal drilling programs as he

and his team explored for “sweet spots” in the Austin










